Formalist Criticism
· Focuses on style, structure, imagery, tone, genre

· What gives a piece of literature its status is how the total combination of elements create an overall experience (gut reaction, thought, feeling, etc.

· The critic asks this question: How do various elements work together to have an overall effect on the reader

· Theme, character, plot, setting-these things cannot be looked at in isolation because style and theme influence one another

· Works of art stand alone and any historical time period is considered insignificant

· This is a “scientific” approach because all evidence can be found within the text

· Critics must be able to show how parts of the text relate to the whole






A Formalist Critique of A&P
	This Story takes place in 1961, in a small New England town's A&P grocery store.  Sammy, the narrator, is introduced as a grocery checker and an observer of the store's patrons.  He finds himself fascinated by a particular group of girls.  Just in from the beach and still in their bathing suits, they are a stark contrast, to the otherwise plain store interior.  As they go about their errands, Sammy observes the reactions, of the other customers, to this trio of young women.  He uses the word "Sheep" to describe the store regulars, as they seem to follow one and other, in their actions and reactions.  The girls, however, appear to be unique in all aspects of their beings: walking, down the isles, against the grain: going barefoot and in swim suits, amongst the properly attired clientele. They are different and this is what catches and holds Sammy's attention.  He sees them in such detail, that he can even see the queen of the bunch.  Sammy observes their movements and gestures, up until the time of their checkout.  At which point, they are confronted by the store manager and chastised for their unacceptable appearance.  He believes their attire to be indecent.  Sammy, feeling that the managerial display was unnecessary and unduly embarrassing for the girls, decides to quit his position as checker.  Thought he knows that his decision may be hasty, he knows that he has to follow through and he can never go back.  He leaves, with a clean conscious, but the burden of not knowing what the future has in store. 

            This story represents a coming-of-age for Sammy.  Though it takes place over the period of a few minutes, it represents a much larger process of maturation.  From the time the girls enter the grocery store, to the moment they leave, you can see changes in Sammy.  At first, he sees only the physicality of the girls:  how they look and what they are wearing, seem to be his only observations.  As the story progresses, he notices the interactions between the girls, and he even determines the hierarchy of the small dynamic.  He observes their actions and how they affect the other patrons of the business.  Rather, how the other people view the girl's actions.  His thought process is maturing and he starts to see things as an adult might see them.  He notices that the "regulars", seem to do the same things day in and day out.  Following the same path and directions through the isles, they check off their lists and go about their searching.  This realization is why the group of girls is so refreshing to him.  They ARE different and do not seem to follow any set path.  They seem to live in the now.  After seeing this, he starts to feel bad about the way the girls are being viewed by others.  He no longer wants to be part of something that discourages uniqueness.  This is further supported in the checkout scene, when he makes the comment about the policy and how it is what the "kingpins" want.  It is not something that he believes in, nor does he want to enforce.  Sammy starts to feel, for the first time, that there is something out there that is better.  He is ready to go find it.  When he decides to quit his job, hastily as it may be, he is making the choice to be an individual, to venture into the unknown.  It is something that he knows he has to do, so he does have some hesitation in "removing the apron".  Once it has been removed, he knows that he cannot put it back on.  This symbolizes his acceptance of having to move on in life.  When the manager makes reference to Sammy's decision and in it's effect on his parents, it is a representation of Sammy's coming-of-age.  He is leaving his adolescence behind and this always has some effect on parents.  It is hard for them to let their children go, into adulthood.  This time is something that he says his family looks back on as sad, but he does not see it that way, at all.  Sammy sees it as a time that he took a significant step towards becoming a man.



		 
	I, Too 




		 
	I, too, sing America.

I am the darker brother.
They send me to eat in the kitchen
When company comes,
But I laugh,
And eat well,
And grow strong.

Tomorrow,
I'll be at the table
When company comes.
Nobody'll dare
Say to me,
"Eat in the kitchen,"
Then.

Besides,
They'll see how beautiful I am
And be ashamed--

I, too, am America. 

Langston Hughes
Please record answers on the back of this page or on a separate piece of paper.
1.) What is the tone of the poem? How does this affect the overall message?
2.) What are some of the symbols? What do they represent to the poem as a whole?
3.)  What images are presented to the reader? How do these shape the message of the poem?
4.) Is there a setting? What does it make you picture and how does that add to the overall message?
5.) What is the point of view? If the point of view were different would it change the outcome of the poem?



Phenomenal Woman by Maya Angelou
Pretty women wonder where my secret lies.
I'm not cute or built to suit a fashion model's size
But when I start to tell them,
They think I'm telling lies.
I say,
It's in the reach of my arms
The span of my hips,
The stride of my step,
The curl of my lips.
I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.

I walk into a room
Just as cool as you please,
And to a man,
The fellows stand or
Fall down on their knees.
Then they swarm around me,
A hive of honey bees.
I say,
It's the fire in my eyes,
And the flash of my teeth,
The swing in my waist,
And the joy in my feet.
I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.

Men themselves have wondered
What they see in me.
They try so much
But they can't touch
My inner mystery.
When I try to show them
They say they still can't see.
I say,
It's in the arch of my back,
The sun of my smile,
The ride of my breasts,
The grace of my style.
I'm a woman

Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me.

Now you understand
Just why my head's not bowed.
I don't shout or jump about
Or have to talk real loud.
When you see me passing
It ought to make you proud.
I say,
It's in the click of my heels,
The bend of my hair,
the palm of my hand,
The need of my care,
'Cause I'm a woman
Phenomenally.
Phenomenal woman,
That's me. 
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There is another sky by Emily Dickinson
There is another sky,
Ever serene and fair,
And there is another sunshine,
Though it be darkness there;
Never mind faded forests, Austin,
Never mind silent fields -
Here is a little forest,
Whose leaf is ever green;
Here is a brighter garden,
Where not a frost has been;
In its unfading flowers
I hear the bright bee hum:
Prithee, my brother,
Into my garden come!
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The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;
Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim,
Because it was grassy and wanted wear;
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,
And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way,
I doubted if I should ever come back.
I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I-
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.
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Happiness by Raymond Carver
So early it's still almost dark out.
I'm near the window with coffee,
and the usual early morning stuff
that passes for thought.

When I see the boy and his friend
walking up the road
to deliver the newspaper.

They wear caps and sweaters,
and one boy has a bag over his shoulder.
They are so happy
they aren't saying anything, these boys.

I think if they could, they would take
each other's arm.
It's early in the morning,
and they are doing this thing together.

They come on, slowly.
The sky is taking on light,
though the moon still hangs pale over the water.

Such beauty that for a minute
death and ambition, even love,
doesn't enter into this.

Happiness. It comes on
unexpectedly. And goes beyond, really,
any early morning talk about it.
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